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Experimental archaeology and bi-communal outreach on Cyprus

This project will attempt to accomplish two goals of equal importance through the procedures of the experimental archaeology.

The first is an attempt to recreate the firing conditions (through pit-firings and a permanent kiln) of the Middle Bronze Age Red on Black ware and the Morphu Bay Mottled ware in order to answer questions, as yet unsolved by archaeologists, as to the specific firing conditions which produced these wares and their characteristic colors and patterns of surface designs. The results of these firings will be analyzed and compared to attempt to come to accurate conclusions as to the production of the MBA ceramics.  

The second focus of the project is to actively engage the bi-communal population of Cyprus to work with international archaeologists and ceramic artists for the duration of the project and beyond. The result will be a lasting contribution to the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot communities to establish a connection to continue to work together as colleagues in the future and gain understanding through hands-on creative work. 

. 

Following an exhibition, lectures and panel discussions, the kiln will be donated as a permanent structure to the Cypriot community for future artistic and educational programs and research. This project expresses the acute awareness of the importance and potential impact on society of collaboration of different peoples and communities to further enrich the life and culture of Cyprus.

